THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
murmur of the Catonian chorus : Delundum est Labor. This
was the issue and never at any time, six months before the
crisis or later, was there any other.
In February 1931 Mr. Garvin declared that the Govern-
ment should be overthrown because it would not adopt a
Conservative policy, and in August 1931, for that reason the
Labour Government was broken. To prove that the policy
proposed by Mr. Garvin for the National Government was a
Conservative policy, the points have but to be set down.
They were four. First, Reduction of Wages ; second, Drastic
cutting of the Dole ; third, Reduction of Taxation ; fourth,
Tariffs. This was essentially a Conservative policy.
This policy would definitely worsen the economic position
of the working classes. Every section would be struck. The
man in employment is hit if his wages are reduced. The un-
employed man is affected if the dole is cut. Finally, Mac-
Donald had on many platforms declared that the surest way
to reduce the standard of life of the working classes was by
imposing a Tariff. Here Liberal and Labour were absolutely
at one.
What becomes of Garvin's vision ofc a determined majority
of an awakened people ' ? Can it be that Mr. Garvin sees
a great people awakened to the fact that they are getting too
high wages and too bountiful insurance benefit ? Can he
visualize the employed man demanding that his wages be
reduced and the unemployed man handing back part of the
dole?
On the three questions of Unemployment Benefit, Low
Wages, and Tariffs, MacDonald had made a definite pro-
nouncement when, in a broadcast speech from Newcastle on
28 May 1929, he outlined his policy for the General Election.
* We do not/ he said, e believe that a nation can flourish
on the poverty of its masses. Empty pockets are not only
poverty, but breed poverty, t Our own backs and stomachs
are still the most neglected, and yet the most profitable of all
our markets. Those who believe that Safeguarding and
Protection is any aid to the development of that market had
better study protected countries, where wages are low, un-
employment habitual, and poverty even worse than it is here.
Work, first of all; but if no work, maintenance/
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